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 I’m taking the front page of this issue for a news segment because
there are two items I need to talk to everyone about. The first item I
want to cover is the fact an incorrect chart for Genesis chapter 5 was
mistakenly printed on the back of Issue #32. Some of you may have
caught it and some may not. However, I just feel terrible about it
because the whole intent of the chart was to give you a good visual
reference for Genesis chapter 5; and not only did it fail to do that, it also
took me until the writing of this issue to catch the fact the error was
made. So, first and foremost, I want to apologize from the bottom of
my heart!

 In an attempt to correct this error we have taken several steps, and
I ask for your help as well. As you may have already noticed, we have
expanded this issue of Shaqah so that we could put a correct chart on
page 10 of this issue; but in an attempt to rectify the original mistake,
we have also republished issue #32 with a corrected chart. This is why,
if you are a print copy subscriber to Shaqah, you received a new copy
of issue #32 with this issue. I know many of you share this publication
with family and friends and/or keep copies for future reference. If you
still have your copy or know where it is in circulation, I ask you to
please throw out the original copy of issue #32 you received and
replace it with the new one.

 The electronic version of issue #32 has also been corrected. So, for
those of you who save the electronic version of Shaqah, I would ask
that you simply delete the original copy of issue #32 and replace it with
a new copy from our website. To get a new copy, you can go to
www.shaqah.com and click on the Shaqah button. At the top of the
next page click on the “Back Issues” button and then click on Issue #32
in the list there. This will bring up a new copy of issue #32 with a
corrected chart on the back, which you can save and/or print.

 Now, for all those who pick up copies at our distribution locations,
we have not forgotten you. As I’m sure you already know, we tend to
leave back issue copies behind our newest issue in our displays. We
have made the effort to pull all old copies of #32, and we have left a
limited number of new copies for you to take. However, we understand
for various reasons this will not help everyone, but there is an even
better way to get a new issue #32. We would love to send a free copy
or copies with the correction directly to you. Simply e-mail your re-
quest to resources@livingspringsinstitute.org or write to us at Shaqah,

P.O. Box 271, Loveland, CO 80539. Just tell us the number of copies
you would like, and where to send them. This will not add your name
to any mailing list!

 To further assist with all this, we have added the title, “Genesis
Chapter 5" at the top of the correct charts in all the updated versions of
Issue #32. This is on both the electronic and the print versions. So, if
you find an issue #32 and you wonder if it’s a new one or an old one,
you should be able to tell by simply looking for this title. Also, once
you know what the error is it’s very easy to spot. Not to put too fine of
a point on it, the line for Methuselah is not long enough, and the line
which shows the flood is too far to the right. This messes up the entire
chart and I can’t believe I did not catch it before it got printed. Now,
some may not think this whole thing is very important. However, once
you read this installment of “Following the Biblical Stream” you will
understand why it is; and that aside, I want to say, it’s very important to
me that we provide our readers with the best information we can. I
really feel I let you all down with this one. So again, from the bottom
of my heart, I want to apologize for this error and I thank you for
helping us do what we can to correct it!

 The second item I wanted to talk about here, fortunately, has
nothing to do with error. Over the past year or so, I have written some
very lengthy answers to questions submitted to us. In the past, we have
almost always found a way to get an entire Q&A in one issue, but some
of them are just too long! So, I have decided that when we are ready to
publish these Q&As we will present them as a series, and just such a
Q&A begins in this issue. Now, unlike past series presented in this
publication, such as “DeCoding The Truth,” which appeared now and
then, Lord willing, Q&As will run in consecutive issues until the whole
Q&A has been published!

 With that, I have come to the end of my allotted space for this
segment. So, in closing, I want to thank you all for reading Shaqah, and
for all your prayers and support. I want to personally thank all those
who have sent us letters, cards, e-mails and/or we have had the chance
to talk to by phone or in person. Your words of encouragement and
confirmation that you are with us in prayer means more than you
know! I wish I could say more, but unfortunately, I must end. So, as
always, we hope you enjoy this issue of Shaqah, and may God bless
you all!

Beware lest any man
spoil you through
philosophy and vain
deceit after the tradition
of men, after the
rudiments of the world
and not after Christ.
Colossians 2:8

Step Into the Springs!
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 Continuing our look at chapter 5 of the book of Genesis,
we come to the eighteenth verse where we are told a man
named Jared was one hundred and sixty-two years old when
he begat a son named Enoch. Verse 24 tells us, “And Enoch
walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” This
makes Enoch’s relatively short life very interesting for more
than one reason, and the one we want to focus on first is the
fact Enoch lived just a couple generations before the flood.
This is interesting when you consider why the flood was sent
upon the earth!

 If we look at our chart for Genesis chapter 5 (pg. 10), we
see an easy visual reference for the fact Enoch is the great
grandfather of Noah. What we are told here in chapter 5 is,
Enoch was born when his father was one hundred and sixty-
two, and Enoch lived on this earth until he was three hundred
and sixty-five. Now his father lived a total of nine hundred
and sixty-two years, which means exactly what verse 19 tells
us, which is, Enoch’s father lived for eight hundred years
after Enoch’s birth. Thus, Enoch’s father was (not account-
ing for birth month, which the record does not specify) five
hundred and twenty-seven years old when Enoch was taken,
and he lived for four hundred and thirty-five years after that.
So, Jared lived for a longer period of time after his son was
taken than Enoch lived here in total!

 If we keep exploring the numbers, we see Noah was six
hundred years old when the Flood came upon the earth.
Noah’s father Lamech, was one hundred and eighty-two
when Noah was born, and lived for another five hundred and
ninety-five years. Lamech’s father Methuselah, was one
hundred and eighty-seven when Lamech was born, which
means Methuselah was only three hundred and sixty-nine
when Noah was born; and since Methuselah lived to be nine
hundred and sixty-nine years old, the numbers tell us Methu-
selah lived for six hundred years into Noah’s life. This means
Methuselah (Noah’s grandfather) was, at the very least, alive
right up to within a year of the time Noah and his family
boarded the ark; and Noah’s father had died only five years
prior to that.

 All this is truly something to consider in light of the fact
God came down and determined that Noah was the one
righteous man on the earth with whom God would
“establish” His “covenant.” However, before we cross over
into the story of the flood, it’s important that we look both
ways and see the story of Enoch, because Methuselah and
Lamech were alive to observe the life of Noah and his ark,
but they were also alive to see the life of Enoch, who only
lived on this earth for three hundred and sixty-five years
before he was taken by God.

 Enoch’s story is one of the shortest and undetailed sto-
ries in the Bible, but it stands as one of only two recorded
times when God specifically took a person from this earth.

(This is not including the ascension of Jesus, of course. That
was a different thing all together.) Now, what we’re talking
about here is not the simple idea that God said someone’s life
had come to an end, or that God brought a life to an end, but
the actual translation of a person from this world. Here in
Genesis, Enoch walked with God and “was not,” and in II
Kings 2:11 Elijah was taken by a whirlwind. Now, I believe
Moses went in a similar way, but the Bible does record that
Moses’ body was buried, (Deut. 34:5-7) which means
Enoch’s and Elijah’s experiences are unique in that they
were simply gone!

 What is interesting about this is it would seem to be
much the same process as what Paul describes in I Corinthi-
ans 15, where he talks about the first resurrection at the
Second Coming of Christ. There Paul says we shall not all
sleep but we shall be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye. Paul talks about the fact these corruptible physical
forms must take on incorruptibility. Because the Bible is so
clear on the fact that it’s appointed once for men to die, (Heb.
9:24-28) due to the corruptibility factor of our flesh, we
know Enoch and Elijah must have experienced a similar
process of change as Paul describes for those who are alive
and remain unto the coming of the Lord. However, both
these men lived in what we like to call “Old Testament
times,” which is to say: before the coming of the Messiah,
Who came to buy for us the incorruptible forms, Paul is
talking about. What this illustrates to us then, is a truth we so
often miss in the Word of God, and that is the fact Jesus is
The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, and God
has prepared a kingdom for all those who love Him from the
foundation of the world! (Rev. 13:4-9, Matt. 25:31-46)

 Christians often get caught up in the idea of “new.” This
is why we call the second part of our Bible the “New Testa-
ment.” We see the words of Jesus, as He took Passover one
last time with His disciples, talking about a new testament,
and we miss the point. (Luke 22:15-20) Jesus was not saying
He was breaking the old covenant. He had already settled
that idea by telling us point blank, “Think not that I am come
to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy,
but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law,
till all be fulfilled.” Matthew 5:17-18 Clearly, all things have
not been fulfilled. Hebrews talks about this fact by saying
“Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish
away.” Hebrews 8:13.  It does not say the old “has” vanished
but that it “...is ready....”. What Jesus was saying to the
disciples and to all those who would come after, is that His
blood was the physical work needed for the old covenant to
pass. Jesus’ blood was the literal testimony that God’s prom-
ises are true. Abraham knew the promises of God were true
through the understanding that someday God would provide
Himself a lamb! (Gen. 22:7-8) However, the disciples were
getting to see that day first hand. Today, we believe Jesus

Following the Biblical Stream:
By Philip Busby
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 Well, to start with, both are nouns, but the simplest
difference between them is that holiness is a concept and
The Holy Ghost is a descriptive name for one part of God.
I say a descriptive name because that is what the Bible uses
for almost every reference to God. That being said, we
should understand that even “names” are words and they
have a meaning. Certain words are considered names or
come to be looked at as names because we use them for
that purpose, and sometimes that’s all we use certain
words for. Some words get used as names right from the
start, and other words come to be used as names even
though they are still used in common everyday speech.
Everyday words can then get used as names for such a
longtime that they outlive the word’s use in common
speech. This can result in the original meaning of the word
becoming lost altogether. This happens a lot with words
that come from languages which are no longer spoken or
are no longer fully understood. If the meaning does not get
passed on, there often comes a point when no one really
knows how to interpret what the word originally meant.
The word truly becomes solely a “name,” and its meaning
can be lost forever.

 This is not the case with the name Holy Ghost. This
name is a simple translation of words from the original
language of scripture, and we know the meaning of both
the words this name consists of. Thus, the name is a very
descriptive name to us. Now, descriptive names are what
we usually find in the Bible for God, because He is God.
He is not just an entity; He is, The Entity. In human
understanding, names are most often given to things by
those who have the charge over them. Adam gave names
to all the animals, and Adam said his wife’s name would
be Eve, because she was the mother of all living. (Gen.
2:19-20, 3:20) Today, humans are still naming stuff on this
planet, and most humans receive their name from their
parents which goes right along with those in authority
giving names. Once children get out on their own, they
become more responsible for themselves, and some will
choose to change their name, whether officially or unoffi-
cially. This is why we often refer to people’s “birth name”
or “given name.” However, most of us simply go through
life using the name our parents gave us. For the most part,
we accept the idea that parents have the right to name their
children and don’t think a thing about it. Why? Because
again, names are traditionally given by those who are in

authority over the thing being named; but The One True
God has no authority above Him.

 Now the word “god” should only apply to The One
True God. However, the word “god” has also been used to
describe the general concept of deity. Thus, “god” is not
looked at as a name as much as it’s a word with a general
meaning. This has created a situation where even many
created or perceived deities are often referred to as gods.
This is why we say things like “The One True God,” in an
attempt to clarify who we are speaking of. We do not have
the right to give God a name, so we simply attempt to be
more descriptive. On the other hand, as man creates
“gods,” he names them just as you would a puppy, and
having that kind of leeway is exactly why man wants to
create gods in the first place!

 Many people do not like the idea that there is a True
God which can and must judge all mankind for their
choices. Humans also do not like the idea that a True God
is someone whom they need to seek to understand and
have a relationship with so they will know what is right
and wrong. People would rather define right and wrong in
their own minds. Then they never have to worry about
being judged. The best way to create this illusion is to
create a god in your own image, but such a god is not truly
a god. It has no power. It cannot even do the basic things
we can do like hear, see, smell, speak and feel. To make
our gods seem more real, we often give them a physical
form, but these gods still cannot even move themselves
from place to place without being carried! (Jer. 10:1-5,
Hab. 2:18-20) We attempt to make up for these obvious
shortcomings by forming our gods to look like living
things such as animals, people, or combinations of both.
This helps us imagine our gods as, not just the hunk of
stone, metal, wood, etc. that they are, but as an entity out
there somewhere doing what we feel they do best. All this
means is our gods are really nothing more than a child’s
toy. We make them according to our liking. We control
them. We choose how they should be worshiped, and we
give them names. In return, we are comforted by knowing
we can please them with any ceremony which suits us. We
can live by their rules because they are nothing more than
a reflection of ourselves and/or our culture to begin with.
If at anytime the rules no longer fit with the way we desire
to live, we simply change them, because they were only
based on our desires in the first place. The more we delude
ourselves with these fantasies, the more we can ignore the
reality that there is only One True God! (Rom. 1:20-23)

P.O. Box 271 Loveland, CO  80539 (970) 593-9468
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 In the Old Testament, The One True God made a
covenant with a man named Abram. Because God is God,
He changed Abram’s name to Abraham. (Gen. 17:1-11)
Abraham knew God as “God Almighty,” and later down
the line, He is referred to more often as, “The God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” (Ex. 3:15) This was very
appropriate considering man-made gods were being asso-
ciated more and more in the minds of men with specific
families or growing national groups of people. As man
created this environment, God called on a specific nation
of people to be separated  out for His purposes. (Ex.
19:5-6) A people with whom He would intrust His oracles.
(Rom. 3:1-4) We know them later in the Bible as “The
Children of Israel.” Which is a descriptive name that solid-
ly portrayed them as the nation with whom God had prom-
ised to intrust His oracles. Just as God had changed
Abraham’s name, He also changed Abraham’s grandson’s
name. Abraham would be the father of many nations, but
the promised nation would come through Abraham’s son
Isaac and Isaac’s son Jacob. Thus, God changed Jacob’s
name to Israel! (Gen. 35:9-15) These people were also
known as Hebrews, and they grew into a nation in the land
of Goshen in Egypt. (Gen. 47:27) One day, God instructed
a Hebrew man named Moses to go back to Egypt and lead
all of the children of Israel back to the land God had
promised to Abraham. Moses asks God what he should tell
the people when they ask who sent him, and God tells
Moses to tell them, “I AM.” (Ex. 3:1-14) This is to say,
God is our everything, and this designation has direct
relationship to God being called “Yahweh” or “Jehovah.”
Unlike man’s useless pretend gods, I AM created every-
thing which exists, and for those who trust in Him, He is
everything we will ever need.

 As we move into the New Testament, we continue to
see the fulfillment of the promises God gave in the Old
Testament. Things don’t change, we simply see further
down the path of fulfillment. (Matt. 5:17-18) God told
Abraham he would make him the father of many nations,
and we see that coming to pass in the Old Testament.
Abraham was told a chosen nation would also come out of
his linage, and we see the details of that specific promise
unfolding. In fact, it’s the primary focus of the Old Testa-
ment, and why not? It’s through this specific promise that
God told us He would send the fulfillment of His greatest
promise to all mankind, and that’s what we see being
fulfilled in the New Testament. In reality, it’s a misnomer
on the part of the Christian religion to even call the Old
Testament, “Old.” Because this is a descriptive name,
people tend to see the Old Testament as archaic; but we
will not understand what is going on in the “New Testa-
ment” if we do not know, what is more properly called, the
“Hebrew Scriptures.”

 So, we see that names are very interesting things. As
we enter the New Testament, we see a baby being born to
a humble couple from Nazareth. (Matt. 1:18-25) This baby

is Emmanuel “...which being interpreted is God with us.”
Matthew 1:23 His earthly parents would be instructed by
God to give the child the birth name, Jesus! (Luke 1:26-33)
This is because He is Emmanuel. God had come to us in
the same form we live in. He had come to live as a man,
and as a man, He would take on what might be best
described as a “proper name.” That name would be Jesus,
and that is what is meant when we are told in Acts 4:10-12
“...for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.” Now, there are those
who would dispute that “Jesus” is really the proper transla-
tion of the name given in the original language; and while
I would be the first to point out, there is value in getting the
details right, I would also point out that English in general
is weak. That aside, it should also be pointed out that in any
language we are forced to communicate using words peo-
ple understand. The important point in the scripture is that
Emmanuel came to this earth. He and only He is the True
Saviour of the world. There is none before Him, and we
await only His return! Mistranslation or not, in English we
know His name as Jesus. So, in English, I say “Jesus” is the
only truly “proper name” we will ever have for The One
True God.

 That brings us to a point Jesus attempted to explain to
us as He walked this earth. I’m talking about a concept
which is theologically referred to today as “The Trinity.”
Now, I say Jesus attempted to explain, because it really is
a concept people find very hard to understand. It would
take a whole book to explain the entire theology, but the
basics of it are this: God is one entity, but He is comprised
of three distinct parts. This is what we have trouble with.
The idea a being can be one, but made of three parts, seems
odd to us. However, it’s a little odd that we find it so odd.
In Genesis, as God created our universe, He essentially
talked to Himself, making statements such as: “Let us
make man in our image, after our likeness:...” Genesis 1:26
It’s in this part of scripture we are told humans are made in
the image of God, and when people are having trouble
understanding the triunity of God, I like to point out that
we also talk to ourselves.

 Why do we do this? Because we are comprised of
more than one part just as God is! This is what makes
humanity so special. We are not like animals or plants. The
earth was told to bring forth the plants and animals. The
water and the sky were commanded to bring forth those
things which swim and fly. This means plants and animals
are living entities, but what you see is what you get. They
are physical, and that’s it! Man was made from the dust of
the ground as well, but God did not simply command the
ground to bring us forth! Scripture tells us, God reached
down and formed man’s flesh from the dust. Then, God
specifically breathed the breath of life into that flesh, and
Genesis records that “..man became a living soul.” Genesis
2:7 God did not do this just to say we were special. He did
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it because He was creating something more in humans than
just the flesh plants and animals are made of.

 So, what we find Jesus explaining to us is nothing new
but simply a truth, which, if we could understand, would
help us live in the way we were created to. It was always
God’s intent to instruct us in the ways of life, but sin has
hindered the process greatly. Thus, it has taken a tremen-
dous time longer than it should for us to even grow to a
point where we were ready to hear such a profound thing
such as the composition of God and ourselves, much less
understand it. (Matt. 13:34-35)This is why Jesus told us
that if we still could not grasp the triunity of God, it’s OK
to simply believe upon Him, because the truth of the matter
is, when you’ve seen Jesus you’ve seen The Father. (John
14) However, to understand the answer to your question,
we have to be able to grasp, in someway, the fact God is
comprised of three parts.

 How do we know there are three? Jesus told us so. We
even see all three represented at Jesus’ baptism. John told
Jesus he had need to be baptized of Him. Jesus told John it
was necessary to fulfill all things, and so John baptized
Jesus in water. When he did, we see Jesus coming up out
of the water and The Holy Ghost descends upon Jesus like
a dove. We also hear the voice of The Father saying, “This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt.
3:13-17) Here, we see that representative name thing once
again. Jesus is referred to as “Son,” and the part of God
which referred to Jesus as Son, Jesus refers to as The
Father. Later, Jesus would call the third part which de-
scended like a dove, “The Comforter.” However, this name
has more relationship to the descriptive name of Jesus
being Emmanuel. It’s really about what this part of God is,
in direct relationship to us. (John 14:15-26) You see, there
are names which tell us how the parts relate to us and
names which tell us how they relate to each other. When
talking about how they relate to each other, Emmanuel is
simply called The Son; and The Comforter is called The
Holy Ghost, or depending on the translation, The Holy
Spirit. The third part of God is referred to as The Father,
and this name works for both relationships. He is The
Father in relationship to The Son and The Holy Ghost, and
He is The Father in relationship directly to us!

 Now, lets take a quick look at why these
names/descriptions are used. Emmanuel is the easy one.
Jesus is the part that came to this earth directly in human
form. (John 1:14) He is, in the most physical way possible,
God with us! So, Emmanuel is a very descriptive name
given to The Son because it describes the relationship this
part of God has with us. Jesus came to this earth and,
literally in human form, walked among us. Until He was
released from the physical form through death, He was

here walking in our time, putting one foot in front of the
other just as we do each day. This made Him, God with us,
in the ways we understand the most. In fact, He was so
understandable to us that many saw this fact as the reason
to believe He was nothing more than just another man, and
that is why some considered it nothing short of heresy for
Him to claim to be God. It’s interesting how many people
say they would believe in God if He would just show
Himself, but when God showed Himself to the Children of
Israel in the desert of Sinai, they were to scared to pursue
a direct relationship with Him. They told Moses to go talk
to God, and they would simply do whatever Moses said
God told him. (Ex. 19:1-20:21, Heb. 12:18-24) Later, the
people went through a sequence of asking who Moses
thought he was, telling them what to do. (Num. 16) Even
though they feared the presence of God greatly, they
seemed to have no fear talking against the man they said
could speak for God in their midst! This all comes back to
the desires I mentioned earlier when talking about man
creating gods.

 In the New Testament, we see God showing Himself
by walking with us in the same form we walk in. Jesus
clearly showed us through His miracles that He was not
just another man, but the simple fact Jesus was touchable
made many believe there was no chance He could be God.
There seems to be no way to please humans. For the most
part, we simply refuse to recognize God no matter how He
shows Himself to us. However, that problem was the
catalyst for Jesus accomplishing what He came to do.
Through His shed blood, Jesus bought a replacement for
the part of us which is flesh. This is something which we
could never have obtained on our own, and is why Paul
said we shall not all sleep, but be changed. This corruptible
will be changed to incorruptible, and those who have
already lost their physical forms to death will rise first at
Jesus’ return. Then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. (I Thes. 4:13-18, I
Cor. 15:47-57) This was all done so that the fact sin brings
death to our physical forms could be overcome. This is
important to the one who desires to live the life God
intended us to live, which has direct relationship to what
holiness is!

 Another important part of the equation is that we be
able to go to a new place after this world is gone, a place
which is not corrupted by sin. Those who are resurrected,
will rule and reign with Christ for a thousand years on this
earth while the devil is locked away in the bottomless pit;
but the devil will be loosed from that pit, and even after a
thousand years of peace, many people will be compelled to
attempt an overthrow of Christ’s kingdom. Now, we do not
know just how long it will take for the devil to gather his
forces and bring them against Jerusalem, but we know the
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outcome of that event will be fire from heaven which
consumes those foolish people. After this, is the judge-
ment, at which time not only does this heaven and earth
(The universe as we know it) pass away, but those who
desire the ways of God are separated from those who do
not. (Rev. 20) Those who have not desired God and His
ways will be cast into the lake of fire. This is a place
prepared by God where those who do not desire Him can
have exactly that. A place where God’s presence is not!
They will also not receive the new, incorruptible forms
Jesus came to provide. This is where it’s necessary to
understand the Trinity and the fact we are made in God’s
Triune Image. Upon death, the flesh returns to the dust
from which it came, but the other two parts of us do not.
Being cast into the lake of fire is what the Bible describes
as the second death.

 Those who have desired the ways of God will be
taken to that place Jesus said He was going to
prepare for them. Jesus said the simple point of
this place is so that where He is “...there ye may
be also.” John 14:3 This will make God Em-
manuel at a whole new level. That is what
Jesus meant when He said, He came that we
might have life and that we might have it more
abundantly! (John 10:10) In this new heaven and
earth will be the opportunity to live the life God
created us to live amongst only those who also
desire that life. This will not take from us our
diversity, only the sin which makes our diversity
in thoughts, ideas, and personalities a problem.

 Now, to the point of Jesus be-
ing called The Son, as He relates
to the other two parts which
makes up God. Through the
years many people have attempt-
ed to use illustrations and/or ob-
jects to describe the triunity of
God. One illustration is that of an
apple. An apple has a core, the fleshy
part we primarily desire to eat, and the outer skin. Three
parts yet one apple. However, this illustration falls short in
that even to the naked eye there are more minor parts to an
apple. After being plucked from a tree, an apple, more
times than not, has a stem left on it. The core is hard to
define from the flesh, and the core clearly contains seeds.
Now this is just me being picky, but I have heard people
point these things out. In my thoughts, the better illustra-
tion is that of an egg. Now, when talking about the apple,
I said, “to the naked eye” there are other parts. This is
because if we choose to be very picky, physical things can
be separated down into almost infinite parts. In school,
many of us were told the atom was the smallest thing, only
to have our teachers make us name the parts of the atom!
Man has also learned that splitting the atom unleashes

unbelievable energy, which we mostly only seem to be
able to use for destruction - but I digress.

 Putting aside the microscope, an egg is a great illustra-
tion of a thing which is triune. An egg clearly has three
main parts. There is the shell which, if broken, will release
the other two parts. These two parts are the white and the
yolk. They too can be understood as separate by looking at
them, and for the most part, they can be physically separat-
ed as well, if one desires. People who cook, often do
desire, because not only are the three parts of an egg
distinct and very separable, all three parts have their
unique qualities. All that being true, it’s also still true you
do not have an egg unless you have all three parts. This is
very illustrative of God. He is three distinct parts, yet they
are together. Some people like to say God is three distinct
personalities, but to me that makes it seem as if you are

saying God is three Gods working together, and that is
not the proper way to look at it. Our God is one

God! (Mark 12:29-30)

 Now let’s look at the geometrical illustrations
of God. Of these there are far too many to
cover! There are so many symbols which are
meant to represent the triunity of God in one

way or another that whole books have been com-
piled in attempts just to show them all. But there is
no need to do that here. We are only interested in

an illustration which can most simplistically rep-
resent The Trinity. For this, I like to place three

circles as the points of an upward pointing
triangle. Then, I like to connect the

circles by drawing a line from the
top circle down to the circle on

the left and then from the top
circle down to the circle on the
right. I leave the space between
the left and right circles empty
and make no direct connection

to them. (See Illustration A)

 This I believe not only shows the triunity of God, but
represents God’s composition in a little clearer way than a
simple line of interlacing circles. Plus, once we have
drawn the illustration, we can easily put names to the
circles. The top circle should be God The Father. This is
because Jesus clearly told us He came to do the will of His
Father. (John 14:24) Then the circle on the right-hand side
of the top circle should be labeled The Son. This is because
the Bible says, Jesus is told to sit at the right hand of The
Father. (Heb. 8:1-2) Now this would be the circle on the
left as you face the illustration because of the way you
would approach a throne. The person sitting on the throne
would be facing you so it would be their right-hand side,
not yours. To finish our labeling, the circle on the left (your
right) would be labeled The Holy Ghost. This puts Him in
a balancing position directly across from The Son. This is

 Illustration A
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very appropriate because they work the will of The Father
in a very balanced way. Jesus said He would pray to The
Father that He would send to us The Holy Ghost, and The
Holy Ghost would bring us into remembrance of what The
Son had told us.

 This geometrical illustration gives us not only a sense
of Trinity, but also of position and connectivity. This is
where we begin to understand things better if we take a
look at ourselves. Humans are comprised of three parts
which are each made in the image of one of the parts of
God. This is not to say we are God, gods, or that we are
becoming gods, but that we are a reflection of what God is.
Because we are made in the image of God, we can draw
and label this illustration for man as well. The top circle
would be labeled as the mind. The mind’s right-hand circle
should be labeled the flesh, and the left-hand should be
labeled the spirit. This composition is actually not that hard
to understand. The part which mirrors Jesus should be the
most obvious part, just as Jesus is the most understandable
part of God for us. We understand our flesh best because
it’s the connection we have to this physical world, and
living in this physical world is something we feel very in
control of. We feel we can live here pretty much all on our
own, as long as God sends the sunshine - so to speak.

 Death makes, and was intended to make, it obvious
that this, in reality, is not true. However, it’s our perception
of life, and one of the primary reasons Eve felt comfortable
making the choice to take of the Tree of Knowledge of
Good and Evil, in spite of the fact she was told they would
die in the day they did such a thing. The fruit was physical.
She could look at it and all she had to do to have it was
reach out and pick it from the tree. What Eve did not
understand is, though the fruit was physical, the danger of
ingesting it was far greater than just the consideration that
the fruit might be poisonous. The fruit instilled in the mind
of humanity the knowledge of good and evil. This made us
responsible for the knowledge. Eve’s mistake was, she
looked at the tree and believed it was desirous to make one
“wise.” This shows us, even she understood the fruit was
more than just food, but the tree was not the Tree of
Wisdom, it was the Tree Of Knowledge Of Good And
Evil! (Gen. 2:9) The difference quickly showed itself in the
fact they were not capable of fixing even the very first
physical problem the knowledge led their minds to con-
clude they needed to fix, and that was the simple fact they
were naked.

 Now, our mind is the part which mirrors The Father,
because it’s where all our choices are made, and those
choices are made on the basis of the input we receive from
our flesh and our spirit. The flesh, of course, touches,
tastes, sees, hears, and smells the things which are physi-
cal, and our spirit - for lack of a way to describe it better -
touches, tastes, sees, hears, and smells those things which
are spiritual. All this input raises desires on the part of our

spirit and our flesh, and these desires are best described in
the English language as “instinct.” I use this word because
there is direct relationship between what we do and what
we see in other living things. Again, plants and animals are
only flesh; therefore, they only react on instinct. Now,
don’t be fooled, instinct can be very strong, and in many
ways, it can seem or even be what we would describe as
very intelligent. However, instinct is still just instinct, and
as is observed many times in animals, and even ourselves,
instinct does not always drive us to do the right thing!

 If you put a plant in a place where it can only get the
kind of sunlight it wants from one direction, you will
observe that plant growing primarily in that direction.
Plants will often turn their leaves to get the best angle on
the light. However, sometimes this causes the plant to grow
out into places where it’s more vulnerable to harm. The
plant may like the light, but if it reaches too far out from
whatever is blocking most of the light, it may get scorched
by the burning sun, or it may be more vulnerable to frost at
night. The plant may even be growing into a place where it
can be eaten by an animal or crushed underfoot. Animals
do these kinds of things as well. They may eat something
which is not really edible just because it smells good or
looks good. This is why we can catch fish by baiting a hook
or using a lure. Even when the law is catch and release, the
same fish which has fallen for a hook or lure before will
often simply do so again. It’s instinct for the fish to look
for food. It only has so much to go on, and when it sees
something which seems like a food source, it goes after it.
Other animals have different instincts, or what we might
say is a more complex instinct, which can keep them from
falling over and over for the same trick, but that doesn’t
mean the trick can’t be modified slightly and accomplish
the same thing it did the first time. The point is that instinct
does not necessarily involve an inability to learn, but in-
stinct is still not having a mind like humans do.

 You see, instinct alone is OK for plants and animals,
they are simply a part of the environment. Plants and
animals were created to work together. Today, we call the
observation of certain living organisms working together,
an ecosystem. Animals would have nothing to eat if plants
(and in the carnivore’s case, other animals) were not so
continually vulnerable to being eaten. Instinct tells the
gazelle the lion is dangerous and they should run, but
generation after generation of lions still feed off of ga-
zelles. Gazelles feed off the fact vegetation just keeps
growing back after being eaten down time and time again.
Those plants would have nothing to eat if minerals in the
soil were not simply there for the taking, and those miner-
als would not be there if - well you get the point! Living
and dying in a cycle of eating and being eaten is just the
way it is for plants and animals, but it’s not OK for hu-
mans. (Job 14) Humans have a mind, and just as our
parents often told us, we have to use it! When God created
man, He placed man in a garden which was planted and
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formed just for man. This meant man had plenty of food
just by reaching out to take it. Not until after the flood of
Noah did man eat animals, and the animals were not harm-
ful or scared of man until that point. (Gen. 9:1-4) So, man
was perfectly safe in his garden, and they did not even have
to wear clothes. They could live even if all they did was act
on instinct, because the garden was an environment of care
and comfort with only the stipulation that they were not to
eat of one tree. However, the world was still a diverse place
to be explored, and man could have had a lot of fun doing
just that, but man would have to learn to do more than just
react to instinct. Going out into diverse climate and terrain
would require man to “think ahead” in ways which far out
stepped the squirrel’s instinct to store nuts for the winter!

 Sadly, man did not get a chance to make use of the
luxury God had granted him by planting the garden, be-
cause man did not even take the time to truly consider and
understand the consequences of doing the one thing God
told them not to. After man sinned, God took him out of the
garden. Man would no longer be able to leisurely take in
each day. Man would have a life span, which means time
became critical. Because of this, God cursed the ground for
man’s sake. (Gen. 3:17-19) Man would now have to work
by the sweat of his brow to eat bread. God was trying to
show us the point that we are more than just flesh!

 You see, one of the biggest differences between using
your mind and just acting on instinct, is thinking ahead,
and this is one of the simplest points we get from having to
grow our own food. Our flesh knows when it’s hungry, and
at certain times of the year you may simply be able to go
out and pick fruit off a tree. In fact, more than most people
realize, there is often edible vegetation all around us.
However, one of the reasons many people do not know this
is because the flesh’s desire to eat things we think taste
good is a driving force, and in order to have the things we
really want, we have to think ahead. Cows have to be kept,
fed, and milked. Orchards have to be planted, watered, and
pruned. Fields have to be tilled, planted, and watered. The
more complex a society is, the more complex it becomes to
get all the food to the table as well. Tractors, trucks, planes,
etc. have to be built. Packaging has to be made. Storehous-
es and assembly have to be employed. Retail outlets have
to be built and stocked, and the list goes on and on. Today,
our system is so complex, people even lose track of the
basics of where food comes from in the first place. So
much for knowing about edible vegetation all around us,
many people have no idea where the food they do eat
comes from. All they know is they want it, and it’s just
amazing how much we choose to use our mind’s ability to
simply satisfy our fleshly desires, not just our needs.

 God did not say we would have to work by the sweat
of our brow or we would starve to death. He said we would
have to work to “eat bread.” Remember the story of the
little red hen? Well in truth, hens do not bother making
bread, they just eat the seeds. Bread is a human staple
because we do not desire to just eat seeds and grass in the
form nature provides. We would rather grow only certain
types of plants, harvest their seeds, grind those seeds into
powder, mix that powder with water and a few other things
- depending on our likes - then bake that mixture until it’s
just “right” before we will eat it. Now, there is nothing
wrong with baking bread, but the truth of the matter is, God
has not put our lives under threat of starvation. That is why,
eventually, God even gave man permission to use animals
as a food source if we wished to.

 Humans are not starving because there is not enough
food on this planet to go around. (Matt. 6:25-34) Humans
are starving because of the foolish choices he has made for
himself: systems of government and money, destruction of
the environment, and even over population in certain areas.
Our systems waste and bind up common resources. Some
people are even forced to live in virtually uninhabitable
places when there is no need to do so. All these things are
what is being talked about in the book of Revelation, when
it tells us the wrath of God is being poured out on man.
(Rev. 15-16) The true wrath of God is that He does not step
in and solve or fix all our problems. Instead, He allows us
to suffer the consequences of our own decisions in the hope
we will turn around and realize how much we need Him.
Unfortunately, all many people do is blame God for not
stepping in or act as if it’s all His doing that we suffer, even
though we do nothing but ask God to stay out of our
business, which is mostly because He does not validate our
stupid choices. You can’t have it both ways!

 This is why we miss the truth that we can survive just
like the birds of the air and lilies of the field. In truth, God
has given us a world which still creates an abundance of
what we basically need. If man had simply chose to do so,
he could have continued to glean this natural excess in
order to live, in spite of the fact humans, unlike the birds of
the air and lilies of the fields, are not simply part of the
ecosystem. However, this again would require us to use our
mind to be considerate of the planet and the needs of the
systems which create the excess. The curse of the ground
made the planet far less resilient, and we should have seen
right from the start that we could not afford to abuse it or
we would end up destroying just about everything! Howev-
er, we just keep plowing forward ignoring God and His
Word.

 The results show us that we are capable of using our
mind to get what we instinctively desire, but the long-term
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consequences of living in such a manner is destruction.
This is why we are instructed to bring our flesh under
submission. We cannot afford to allow our flesh to drive
what we choose to do, and we really get into trouble when
we choose to use our minds to create for the flesh whatever
makes it feel good. In fact, God tells us in His Word that
this is so detrimental to our lives, we need to go in the
opposite direction. Over and over we are instructed to
chasten our flesh, (Col. 3:1-11) and one of the best ways to
tame our unruly flesh is to deprive it, but not to the point
of true harm. Intentionally depriving our flesh of even
those things it needs for a time, prepares it for those times
when doing the right thing requires it to be deprived in
some way. In any balanced situation there will need to be
yes and no! This truth is shown in the raising of every
child, and why even a properly administered spanking has
great value.

 This is the base principal behind fasting. Fasting is not
only a process of depriving the flesh for the sake of prepar-
ing it, but not worrying about what we will eat for an
occasion also opens up time to do things like praying,
which is communing with God. So, fasting holds great
benefits on both sides, and that is why Jesus went into the
wilderness to fast for forty day and nights before He went
headlong into His ministry. (Matt. 4:1-11) He not only
wanted to put aside food but the daily distractions society
throws at us. Taking this kind of time to commune with
God and balance our lives is important. Jesus even told His
disciples that certain devils could not be cast out without
prayer and fasting, which is to say there are things we will
not be able to handle in life if we have not concerned
ourselves with things other than the flesh. (Matt. 17:14-21)

 You see, all the information gleaned by our flesh and
spirit  is sent directly to the mind where it’s processed and
choices are made. This means the spirit and the flesh are
both subject to the mind, and that fact will not change no
matter how unbalanced we choose to live. However, the
spirit will simply languish more and more if we choose to
focus only on the flesh and its desires. The spirit becomes
like an unwanted child being drug around by a parent who
only cares for its sibling. The child may get to do some
things which are enjoyable to it, but even in those moments
there is harm done in the fact the child is still being paid no
attention much less equal attention! This is why God uses
the structure of family to attempt to describe for us the
structure which exists inside ourselves. Jesus is called The
Son, because just like a son, He is subject to that part of
God which is called The Father. This explanation should
also help us understand why The Father is called The
Father in relationship to us. Just as the father is meant to
take on the responsibility of leadership in the family, God
The Father takes this responsibility over the universe.
Another point which helps us understand holiness is, our
mind must choose to take on that responsibility in our
individual lives.

 Jesus did not say I will do this or that; He said, “I pray
The Father” or My Father has told Me to do this. This is
shown in no better way than when Jesus was praying that
night before His crucifixion, in the Garden of Gethsemane.
There Jesus said, “If it be possible, let this cup pass from
me:” but He did not end there; He went on to say,
“...nevertheless not as I will, but thou wilt.” Matthew
26:39 Jesus did not desire to go to the cross and suffer the
death which lay ahead of Him. This truth was relayed to
The Father, but Jesus made it clear that He acquiesced to
The Father’s decision. You see, The Father is working on
the input from both sides, not just one. The Father was also
working on a plan which had/has long term benefits. The
Son was looking at the great agony involved and, of
course, did not desire to go through it. However, a point we
should be amply clear on is that even The Son did not just
say he wanted to avoid it, but only if it were possible.
Meaning, if there was any other way, He wished to avoid
it! This is another reason our flesh simply needs to be put
under strict submission. Here we see a perfection in the
side of God our flesh mirrors which our sinful flesh almost
never shows. Jesus did not want to lose the opportunity His
work would create, but even if there was another way to
create it, Jesus was still willing if The Father said to do it!
This is why He says, “...not as I will, but as thou wilt.”
Jesus was leaving the choice up to The Father. The Father
was the only one who could make the ultimate call. Only
The Father knew if there was another way and if there was
any reason this way was still the best way. This is always
true no matter which side is inputting. So, The Father is
The Father to both The Son and The Holy Spirit.

 The Father is also our Father. As the decision making
part of God, He stands above us all. We make our contact
to God through Jesus and/or The Holy Ghost. However,
it’s still to The Father all that input is being sent, and it will
be The Father who will choose who stays and who goes
from the Book of Life. (Rev. 3:5) It was The Father Jesus
asked to send us The Holy Ghost, (John 14:16-17) and it
will be The Father who will choose when The Son should
return. (Acts 1:7) All things flow to and from The Father,
which means He is as much The Father to us, as He is to
The Son, and that is why we are called, joint heirs with
Jesus. (Rom. 8:13-17)

 In our next segment we will get more into the core of
the question by talking directly about who The Holy Ghost
is. Until then, I pray you will ever find His guidance
growing greater in your life, as you seek to stand your faith
in the power of God!

Questions submitted to the Institute, answered by
Philip Busby.
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was that Lamb of God, so our message is only different in
that we say, God has provided Himself a Lamb! What we
hope for is still the same thing Abraham, Enoch, Elijah,
Moses and others have hoped for, and that is the day Jesus
shed His blood to obtain for us all what is described in
Hebrews 8:10-11, “I will put my laws into their mind, and
write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and
they shall be to me a people: And they shall not teach every
man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.”

 Far more than we should, we believe Jesus changed
many things; when in fact, Jesus simply fulfilled things
which were determined under the old covenant. We were
created with corruptible forms, not because God wanted us
to become corrupted, but because He was giving us a choice.
Even these corruptible forms could have lived forever, but
only with access to the Tree of Life which we lost once we
took of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. The choice
to live and walk with God or go our own way has always
existed, in pretty much the same way, for every generation of
humans who has ever walked this earth. Jesus came not to
make the covenant that we would have a choice but to make
a way for that choice to be eternal! This is why He spoke of
bringing eternal life, (John 10:27-28); but not one person
who has believed on Jesus has lived more than an average life
span. Adam and Eve had a chance to live for God without the
crippling effects of sin, but the fact they introduced sin into
the world did not change the fact we all have a choice. It only
introduced the effects of sin and took from man the ability to
live indefinitely on this planet. The theology of original sin
is simply untrue. Every human which has ever lived has had
a chance to follow and serve God. We are affected in this
world by the sins of our fathers, this is why we all work by
the sweat of our brow to eat bread. We are even judged by
God according to the ways of righteousness we have had the
ability to learn from our fathers, (Ex. 20:4-6); but we are not
charged with their sin. Each person is judged according to the
fact we have all personally fallen short of the glory of God.
(Rom. 3:23) Our service and/or righteousness could/can
never earn us the Tree of life once again. That option is
simply gone forever. Even Jesus did not come to restore the
Tree of Life so we could live here indefinitely. Jesus came so
we could have eternal life in a place where sin could never
touch us again, and that is why this corruptible must take on
incorruptibility. We must be born again into a new life! (John
3:3)

 Unfortunately, too many people believe Jesus was still
talking about this life, and this is why people say they are,
“Born again Christians.” In truth, there is only two ways to
be - born again. The most common way is to die in Christ.
This simply means that in our lives we have chosen and
maintained a relationship with God, in spite of the fact death
comes to us all. If we have desired God in life then our hope
is that God will resurrect us from death unto new life. This is
being reborn. The second way to be born again is for God to
simply rebirth us. This is what Paul was describing at the
return of Christ, which - unlike our first birth - will happen in

a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. What Enoch and Elijah
show us is, this is not something which is done only as a
necessity, because there will be those whom God has chosen
and called to be with Him (Rev. 17:14) who are still alive at
the time of the Messiah’s return. God can choose to do this
at anytime. God is not even limited by what we see as the
time line. This is seen in the fact, again, both Enoch and
Elijah were taken before Jesus “physically” walked this earth.

 This is a detail which the “Christian” church does not
talk much about, if at all. Why? Because it goes against the
mistaken focus people have on this world and life. Paul came
to a simple conclusion in his life and it was this, “For to me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Philippians 1:21; but the
Christian religion wants to tell us we are already born again.
The truth is, being born again is what we should all be
striving for! When we come to God, we should believe that
He is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him! (Heb. 11:6) There is no way for a human to buy their
way into heaven, but seeking the ways of God in and for your
life can open the door for God to take you out of this life,
even long before your physical form succumbs!

 You see, it should be true that one of the greatest messag-
es of the church is, you must be born again; but that is not
something you receive by getting on your knees, it’s some-
thing you receive by staying on your knees! It’s a promise
which we hope for but yet we have not seen. (Heb. 11:13-16)
For if a man sees it, for what does he hope? (Rom. 8:24) The
message: that saying a sinner’s prayer is being born again, is
what takes away the hope and ambition of the true believer.
The understanding that God is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him is turned into a belief that God is going
to prosper us in this life, instead of a compulsion to know
God deeper each day, which has the potential to take us from
this life even before our flesh dies of “natural causes”! The
message we are not understanding is, the only reason to have
any desire to stay on this earth is so we may do the work of
God. Aside from that, there is no reason all our desires should
not be turned to the life which we will have with God after
our rebirth. Which means seeking to grow in our relationship
with God - which is simply called faith - can and always
should be a major part of each day!

 This is why I mention Moses in this discussion. Moses
was a man whom God gave massive responsibility to. Of
course, Moses could never have accomplished what he did if
it wasn’t for the power of God; but Moses did have to be
walking this earth. God will not force humans to do things
according to His will. God needed a walking, breathing
human on this planet to follow His will and trust in His
provision in order to lead the children of Israel to the prom-
ised land. That human would be Moses. Moses was loved
greatly by God, and he obviously had a connection with God
that most of us could not even fathom. The Bible tells us,
there arose no prophet in Israel whom the Lord knew face to
face like Moses. (Deut. 34:10) Yet, Moses’ life was very
hard. He trudged through the wilderness for forty years with
the children of Israel. Not because he deserved to wander in

FBS continued from pg 2
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the wilderness but because the people’s sin demanded it; and
in that circumstance, the people needed Moses more than
they ever had. So, Moses walked with them through the heat
and the cold, the dry and the wet. However, the day came
when it was time for a new man to take on the responsibility
of leading the people. Moses had served the purpose God
wanted his life to serve, but Moses did not have to simply
retire and wait for death. Moses was already long past the
point where God would have simply taken him if God had
not had a work for Moses to do. Thus, the Bible records
Moses went into a high mountain, and God showed him the
promised land; then God took Moses from this earth, point-
ing out that Moses’ eyes had not dimmed nor his strength
abated. (Deut. 34:1-8)

 These stories show us just how much our focus should
not be on obtaining things in this world but on the promise of
being born again. As we walk this earth, it should be as
Enoch walked, “with God”! If we would do this, we would
find that not only is to live Christ and to die gain, but we
would understand that something far greater than the Tree of
Life has always been available to all of us! The simple fact
of the matter is, life does not have to be a ride from birth to
the grave. Life is the opportunity to know and serve God. If
we would walk with Him, put Him first, love Him with all
our heart, mind, and soul, (Mark 12:30) we would understand
just what it means to say, to live is Christ! We would know
that the only value continuing to walk this life has, is in
service to God. Sure, the devil is going to fight you and he is
going to fight hard. In fact, the more you are willing to serve
God the harder he will fight, but it’s not by our might nor by
our power but by God’s Spirit that the work is truly accom-
plished anyway. (Zech. 4:6) This is why we should yield our
members to be servants of God every day of our lives. We
should not try to obtain the desires of this flesh, we should
seek to obtain the reward of the incorruptible life God has
promised us. If we understood this, we could walk as Enoch
walked and receive what Enoch received. We would under-
stand that living for God should never simply be trudging
through this life waiting for it to be over!

 Each morning as we see ourselves in the mirror, we
should remind ourselves that there are only two reasons for
us to still be here in this form. The first may be that God is
not yet through using our lives for His purpose, but the other
may simply be, we have simply not yet obtained the ultimate
reward given to those who diligently seek Him! This should
compel us to truly desire God with everything we are! This
should set our mind in the place it should be for every
situation. God wants to see others brought unto Him, and He
wants to use our lives for that purpose. So, for the one who is
truly seeking God there is no condemnation. (Rom. 8:1)
There is only God’s work and the earnest desire for eternal
rewards! (Phil. 1:15-26, Matt. 6:19-21)

 True believers who walk this earth are not born again,
but they know that’s the promise which lays ahead. All

believers should long for that day when they will be changed,
and they should be doing what they can to hasten it. The fact
this is possible is why God originally put us in corruptible
form but still gave us a tree which could sustain us indefinite-
ly. God has always been willing to give us freedom, but He
has always been looking for a people who would choose Him
so deeply that only His ways would become their desires. A
people who would abhor sin and corruption. Never misun-
derstand that coming to a place such as Enoch came to is a
process of diligently seeking God; and before this issue
becomes discouraging to anyone, we should remember that
Enoch was three hundred and sixty-five years old before it
happened for him. By shortening our life spans, God insured
none of us would ever have to strive that long before we can
leave this sinful world. So, is it even possible to obtain what
Enoch obtained? Well, I believe Moses and Elijah show us it
is, and the truth of the matter is, we have no idea how many
people have been translated like Enoch. Most of what we
have recorded for us in the Bible are stories which tell us the
unfolding of man’s world. Stories of specific people are often
about evil people who refused to serve God, or righteous
people who are directly in that kind of service to God which
requires them to walk this earth. Added to this is the fact we
do not have the record of exactly how most of these righteous
people left this world. We may only have the record of
Elijah’s translation because it had bearing on Elisha’s minis-
try.

 Because the Bible is about things which affect us all as a
whole, we have little information about many specific gener-
ations of men. Often, all we have recorded for us is the
genealogy of a few families, and even then it’s usually only
one specific line through that family, which rarely talks about
any of the women. The genealogy given in Genesis chapter
5 does not exist because God wanted to tell us specifically
about Enoch. This is why the story of Enoch is not big or
amplified. It just so happens that in this specific genealogy,
which leads us down to the one righteous man whom God
found and would give the task of building the ark, before the
flood, we are told specifically about births and deaths. In
these births and deaths there comes a man who walked with
God in such a way that he did not die. Thus, we are told, one
day as he walked with God, he simply was not!

 What Enoch’s story sadly tells us is how much those
who truly walk with God often walk alone. All the men in
this line from Seth (the son of Adam) unto Lamech (the
father of Noah) were alive to see the entire life of Enoch, and
not another one obtained the walk Enoch obtained. In fact,
only a couple of generations down from Enoch, the world
would be so wicked that God would destroy every living
thing on this planet with a flood, save those animals on the
ark and the eight people willing to board it! Truly there is one
door and only one, but its sides are two, inside and outside,
on which side are you?

Until next time, Shalom!


